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LETTER OF INVITATION
BY DAVID BROCK, PRESIDING EVANGELIST

Dear Members of the Order,

I am pleased to introduce Going Deeper with 
God, a digital media guide, for your use to begin 
conversations and invite people to receive the 
sacrament of evangelist blessing.  This guide is a set 
of videos with written helps on a flash drive. With the 
convenience of a flash drive you do not need access 
to the Internet or Wi-Fi.  

Going Deeper with God grew from President Veazey’s 
challenge “to help the youth and young adults of the 
church discover transformative encounter with God’s 
Spirit as the foundational reality of responsible life and 
healthy relationships.” One response to that challenge 
is to uphold the value of the sacrament of evangelist 
blessing among all ages groups, especially youth 
and young adults. The focus of this resource is on 
personal blessings, thus refer to the church’s website 
at www.cofchrist.org/evangelist for information for 
congregations, households and groups of disciples 
desiring a spiritual blessing.

Recently we launched a Facebook page at facebook.
com/communityofchristblessing to introduce the 
blessing to anyone who is searching for meaning, 
purpose and direction in life.  Thousands of members 

and inquirers from many nations have already visited 
the site. The Facebook page features the videos 
contained in Going Deeper with God.  The final video 
is a 17-minute ‘feature’ called “Journey of a Blessing,” 
an account of a seven-month journey by a young adult 
and an evangelist as they prepare for the sacrament 
of blessing. These videos are also available on the 
Evangelist page on the church website at www.
cofchrist.org/evangelist.

People in search of a blessing need you and other 
caring persons to help reveal God’s blessings in their 
lives. In your ministry with young adults, pastors, 
and others, encourage them to receive an evangelist 
blessing. And, invite them to join you in sharing 
Going Deeper with God with others. If you cannot 
use this resource, please pass it along with your 
encouragement and blessing for others to use in their 
ministry.

May this resource open the gift of God’s blessing in 
your life and in the lives of those with whom you share, 
is my prayer.

David R. Brock L
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INTRODUCTION

Community of Christ invites all persons, typically older 
teenagers and adults, who want to engage more 
fully in Christ’s mission to receive the sacrament of 
evangelist blessing. The purpose of the digital media 
guide (flash drive and print product) is to promote 
interest and extend invitation to members and friends 
of Community of Christ to receive the sacrament of 
evangelist blessing. The videos referenced in this 
guide are posted on Facebook at facebook.com/
communityofchristblessing and the church’s website at 
www.cofchrist.org/evangelist.

LIST AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF 
VIDEOS

1. Invitation from the Presiding Evangelist (5 
Minutes and 30 seconds)

2. Go Deeper with God (35 seconds)—a “teaser” to 
create interest in the evangelist blessing.

3. All the Changes Coming Up (54 seconds)—a 
skateboarder asking questions.

4. Can We Chat for a Moment? (4 minutes)—
silhouette figures of two friends talking about 
evangelist blessing. 

5. God’s Love in the Words of My Blessing (50 
seconds)—a woman in her 20’s speaks about how 
the transcript of the words spoken in her blessing 
continues to speak to her.

6. My Continuing Life Blessing (1 minute)—a woman 
in her early 60’s reflects on her recent continuing life 
blessing. Note: persons can receive their first blessing 
and later in life receive a continuing life blessing.

7. Journey of a Blessing (17 Minutes)—a man in his 
20’s documents his unique experience in preparing for 
and receiving a blessing.

7
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SUGGESTED FORMATS 
FOR USE OF VIDEOS

The videos can be used in various ways in many 
settings. The videos create curiosity and supplement 
information and testimony shared by the evangelist or 
minister using this guide. The most important objective 
is to share a personal invitation. The suggested formats 
provide a structure to follow or adapt for presenting the 
videos.

ONE-HOUR CLASS FOR SR HIGH AGE YOUTH 

Welcome and introduce topic and purpose. (1 Minute) 

(For example: Welcome. I want each of you to know 
how pleased I am to be with you. I hope this class will 
give you information about the evangelist blessing, 
opportunity for you to ask questions, and, when 
best for you, encouragement to accept the church’s 
invitation to meet with an evangelist to talk about 
receiving an evangelist blessing.)

Connect with participants and their knowledge of the 
sacrament of evangelist blessing. (10 Minutes)

(For example: I would like to learn your names and a 
little bit about each of you. Please share your name 
and, if you have heard of the evangelist blessing, tell 

the group something you know about it.)

Offer prayer. (1 Minute)

Spiritual Practice: (2 Minutes) 

Lead a moment of personal and quiet reflection to help 
people recall God’s love in their lives.

(For example: Reflect on God’s love in your life. Begin 
by prayerfully recalling particular moments when you 
have experienced God’s love, perhaps at church camp 
or with a special family member.  Quietly reflect on 
feelings and thoughts you remember.

It is a blessing to be aware of God’s love for you!)
 
Offer a silent prayer of thanks. Or offer a prayer that 
you might experience God’s love more deeply.

Briefly describe the evangelist blessing. (1 Minute)

(For example: Distribute a copy of the handout Going 
Deeper with God: “Personal Reflection Questions” 
found on page 33, in this digital media guide. Point 
out questions for reflection are for people to use when 
considering or preparing for an evangelist blessing.)

NOTE: After showing a video, engage the class in 
a conversation with a few selected questions from S
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“Discussion Questions Related to Videos” found on 
page 17 in this digital media guide.

Select and show one (two if time allows) of the 
following videos and lead discussion (13 Minutes):

• Can We Chat for a Moment? (4 minutes)—silhouette 
figures of two friends talking about evangelist blessing. 

• God’s Love in the Words of My Blessing (50 
seconds)—a woman in her 20’s speaks about how 
the transcript of the words spoken in her blessing 
continues to speak to her.

• Catching My Breath (54 seconds)—a skateboarder 
asking questions.
Show the following video and lead discussion. (30 
Minutes):

• Journey of a Blessing (17 Minutes)—a man in his 
20’s documents his unique experience in preparing for 
and receiving a blessing.

Refer participants to https://www.facebook.com/
communityofchristblessing for more information. (1 
Minute)

Share a personal invitation for each one to meet with 
an evangelist for “counsel and guidance personalized 
just for you.” (1 Minute)

ONE-HOUR ADULT CLASS

Welcome and introduce topic and purpose. (1 Minute) 

(For example: Welcome. I want each of you to know 
how pleased I am to be with you. I hope this class will 
give you information about the evangelist blessing 
and continuing life blessing, opportunity for you to ask 
questions, and, when best for you, encouragement 
to accept the church’s invitation to meet with an 
evangelist to talk about receiving an evangelist 
blessing.)

Connect with participants and their knowledge of the 
sacrament of evangelist blessing. (10 Minutes)

(For example: I would like to learn your names and a 
little bit about each of you. Please share your name 
and, if you have heard of the evangelist blessing, tell 
the group something you know about it.)

Offer prayer. (1 Minute)

Spiritual Practice: (3 Minutes)

(For example: Lead a moment of personal and quiet 
reflection to help people recall God’s blessings in their 
lives:

• Quietly remember the blessings of relationships in 

10



your life: family members, spiritual friends, people in 
your congregation and community, and people and 
creatures in God’s sacred web of life.  Recall ways 
you have felt love in these relationships and how they 
have provided community for you. It is a blessing to be 
aware of God’s love for you! 

• Offer a silent prayer of thanks. Or offer a prayer that 
you might experience God’s love more deeply in the 
relationships that are yours.)

Briefly describe the evangelist blessing. (1 Minute)

(For example: Distribute a copy of the handout “Going 
Deeper with God: Personal Reflection Questions” 
found on page 31 in this digital media guide. Point 
out questions for reflection are for people to use when 
considering or preparing for an evangelist blessing.)

Encourage class to check out www.facebook.com/
communityofchristblessing to see the videos and 
information about the evangelist blessing. (1 Minute)

(For example: I encourage you to visit the church’s 
Facebook page. It is designed to encourage all 
ages from youth to older adults to consider receiving 
an evangelist blessing. This site offers videos and 
information.)

NOTE: After showing a video, engage the class in 

a conversation with a few selected questions from 
“Discussion Questions Related to Videos” found on 
page 17 in this digital media guide.

Select and show one of the following videos and lead 
discussion. (8 Minutes):

• Go Deeper with God (35 seconds)—a “teaser” to 
create interest in the evangelist blessing.

• Catching My Breath (54 seconds)—a skateboarder 
asking questions.

• Can We Chat for a Moment? (4 minutes)—silhouette 
figures of two friends talking about the evangelist 
blessing.

• God’s Love in the Words of My Blessing (50 
seconds)—a woman in her 20’s speaks about how 
the transcript of the words spoken in her blessing 
continues to speak to her.

Show the following video and lead discussion. (7 
Minutes):

• My Continuing Life Blessing (1 minute)—a woman 
in her early 60’s reflects on her recent continuing life 
blessing. Note: persons can receive their first blessing 
and later in life receive a continuing life blessing.
Show the following video and lead discussion. (27 S

U
G

G
E

S
T

E
D

 F
O

R
M

A
T

S
 F

O
R

 U
S

E

11



Minutes): 

• Journey of a Blessing (17 Minutes)—a man in his 
20’s documents his unique experience in preparing for 
and receiving a blessing.

End with a personal invitation to meet with an 
evangelist who can provide “counsel and guidance 
personalized just for you.” (1 Minute)

WORSHIP

Three Ways to Insert a Video into a Worship Service

1. Sharing Good News (as an announcement):

(For example: Select and show one or more videos 
with this introduction: I want to share a brief video 
about the sacrament of evangelist blessing, and I 
encourage anyone interested in more information 
about this blessing to speak to me after the service. 
The sacrament of blessing is available to youth and 
adults, and members and friends of the church.)

2. A Testimony or Sermon: 

(For example: Select and show one or more videos to 
convey or support a particular theme.)

3. Disciples Generous Response: 

(For example: Select and show one of the videos 
to remind us as disciples to, “Generously share the 
invitation, ministries, and sacraments through which 
people can encounter the Living Christ who heals and 
reconciles through redemptive relationships in sacred 
community. The restoring of persons to healthy or 
righteous relationships with God, others, themselves, 
and the earth is at the heart of the purpose of your 
journey as a people of faith.” – Doctrine and Covenants 
163:2b.)

Order of Worship—an Invitation to Sacrament 
of Evangelist Blessing

Going Deeper with God

Call to Worship:
 In the awareness that God is here before us,
 We come to learn, to share, to worship.
 We come to bless and be blessed.
 It’s between each one of us.
 It’s between us and God…
 And it’s personal.
 
Opening Hymn:                     “You Know My Words”                               
                 - Community of Christ Sings

Opening Prayer:

12



Scripture Reading:

“Community of Christ,” your name, given as a divine 
blessing, is your identity and calling. If you will discern 
and embrace its full meaning, you will not only discover 
your future, you will become a blessing to the whole 
creation. Do not be afraid to go where it beckons 
you…” 
—Doctrine and Covenants 163:1

Statement about Sacrament of Evangelist Blessing by 
Evangelist or Presider

Select and Show Two of Three Videos:

Catching My Breath                                                                                                                        

• Leader facilitates brief discussion with the 
congregation.

God’s Love in the Words of My Blessing                  
                                       
• Leader facilitates testimonies by previously selected 
people who have received a blessing or invite persons 
to share spontaneously from the congregation.
 
My Continuing Life Blessing

• Leader facilitates testimonies by previously selected 
people who have received a continuing life blessing 

or invite persons to share spontaneously from the 
congregation.

Disciples Generous Response:

(For example: God is generous and has blessed 
everyone. We are blessed and every one of us is 
called to bless others. We do not always know what 
blessings we share or how they make a difference, 
yet I believe this poem by Maya Angelou speaks to us 
today):                                       
 
When we cast our bread upon the waters,
we can presume that someone downstream
whose face we may never see
will be blessed by our action,
even as we enjoy the blessings sent to us
from a donor upstream.
  —Maya Angelou, adapted

Blessing and Receiving of Mission Tithes:

Show Journey of a Blessing:                             
 
Invite persons to contact an evangelist to discuss an 
evangelist blessing: 
Closing Hymn              “At the Heart of Sacred Calling” 
                     -Community of Christ Sings 
                               
Benediction: S
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CONVERSATION SUGGESTED STEPS

Conversation with One Person
 
Usually a conversation has a natural flow. The following 
are prayerful steps to consider:

• Invite a person to meet with you to share information 
about and offer an invitation to receive an evangelist 
blessing.

• Share and discuss briefly what an evangelist blessing 
is by referring to information found at www.facebook.
com/communityofchristblessing or the church’s website 
at www.cofchrist.org/evangelist, brochures, and the 
digital media guide.

• Show one or two videos from either the Facebook site 
or the digital media guide.

• For conversation, select questions from “Discussion 
Questions Related to Videos” found on page 17.

• Offer to meet again and, if willing, set a date and 
place for the meeting.

• Take a few moments to pray with the person before 
leaving.

Conversation with a Young Adult Group

Usually a conversation has a natural flow. The following 
are prayerful steps to consider:

• Personally invite a few young adults to meet with you 
or offer to meet with an existing group for conversation. 
Share information about and offer an invitation to 
receive an evangelist blessing.

• Share and discuss briefly what an evangelist blessing 
is by referring to information found at facebook.com/
communityofchristblessing or the church’s website 
at cofchrist.org/evangelist, brochures, and the digital 
media guide.

• Show one or two videos from either the Facebook site 
or the digital media guide.

• For conversation starters select questions from 
“Discussion Questions Related to Videos” found on 
page 17.

• Offer to meet again and, if willing, set a date and 
place for the meeting. 

• Take a few moments to pray with the group before 
leaving.

14



Conversation with a Congregation Leaders Group
 
Usually a conversation has a natural flow. The following 
are prayerful steps to consider:

• Offer to meet for conversation and to share 
information about an evangelist blessing. This is an 
opportunity to encourage congregational leaders 
to receive an evangelist blessing (remind them of 
continuing life blessing) and ask for their support to 
inform and invite others in the congregation.

• Share and discuss briefly what an evangelist blessing 
is by referring to information found at facebook.com/
communityofchristblessing or the church’s website 
at cofchrist.org/evangelist, brochures, and the digital 
media guide.

• Show one or two videos from either the Facebook site 
or the digital media guide.

• For conversation starters select questions from 
“Discussion Questions Related to Videos” found on 
page 17.

• Offer to meet again and, if willing, set a date and 
place for the meeting. 

• Take a few moments to pray with the group before 
leaving. S
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GO DEEPER WITH GOD

•  What do you think are the questions “we all wrestle 
with?”

•  Do you relate to the words “stirring,” “longing,” 
“curiosity,” “doubt”?  Do those fit your life?

•  What stirring, longing, curiosity, or doubt are you 
sensing in your own life right now?

•  If you were asked 
by a wise teacher, 
“What are you 
seeking?” how would 
you respond?   

•  Does “courage,” 
or “knowledge,” or 
“patience,” or “faith” 
define your search?  
If so, can you share 
more about that?

•  Before we log on to the Facebook page, share what 
you know, if anything, about this prayer that can offer 
“counsel and guidance personalized just for you”.

•  Do you see a connection between life’s questions 
and searching, and an evangelist blessing?  Is there 

a link for you between your curiosity, your doubt, or 
your desire for courage and the offer of an evangelist 
blessing?

•  What would you like to know, if anything, about the 
evangelist blessing?

•  How do you respond to the invitation to “Go deeper 
with God”?  It’s ok to be honest!  Good in fact!  Would 
you rather put it off a while?  Would you rather run from 
God?  Do you wonder about who God is, if God is, 
whether God is trustworthy?  Do you feel like now is the 
time you really want to start or continue your journey 
into God?  Do you have thoughts to share about what it 
has been like when you have gone deeper with God in 
your life?

19
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CATCHING MY BREATH

• If you are a skateboarder, tell about what it feels like 
to make the kind of jump the skateboard rider makes in 
the video.  If you are not a skateboarder, what do you 
do in your life that might equal that kind of experience?  
What longing is fulfilled in you when you do similar 
activities?

• Think of a time when you had similar thoughts to 
those shared by the skateboard rider.  Write down a 
few thoughts about that time and place and how you 
were feeling.

• What words resonated with you most?

• Think about a time (maybe it is now) when a lot of 
changes were ‘coming up’ and you could hardly catch 
your breath.  Describe that time.  Describe some of the 
feelings you had. Can you relate to being both excited 
and nervous at the same time?

• Have you had moments when you feel you’d like to 
know every little detail that is going to happen in your 
life?

• Do you sometimes feel like you don’t want to go 
through certain moments alone? Or, do you feel like 
you’ve been waiting all your life so you can go through 
experiences all by yourself?

• Do you feel a connection or a disconnection when 
you hear the words of the skateboarder and then see 
the image of the sacrament of evangelist blessing? 
How do the two images relate?  How do they seem 
unrelated?
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CAN WE CHAT FOR A MOMENT? 
 
• Based on what you saw and heard in the video, how 
would you now respond to the questions, “What is an 
evangelist blessing?” and “What does it provide?”

• Does the statement “God has always been a God 
of blessing” ring true in your life experience? Why? Or 
Why not?  Share your thoughts of how God has been 
a blessing for you.  Share about times when you’ve 
questioned the idea that God has always been a God 
of blessing.

• If a friend asked you “What is an evangelist?” 
(as defined in Community of Christ) or “What does 
an evangelist have to do with me and my life right 
now?” how would you explain the priesthood office of 
evangelist to your friend?

• What did you learn about the process of preparing 
for and receiving an evangelist blessing as you 
watched the video? Were there any surprises? 

• What questions does the video raise for you?
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GOD’S LOVE IN THE WORDS OF MY BLESSING

• What words or phrases stood out or resonated most to you? 

• What would you most want God to say to you personally? (It may help to take a few minutes to think about and then 
write down what you would want.)

• Do you know people who have received an evangelist blessing?  If so, what did they say about it?  Did it make you 
want to know more about a blessing? To receive a blessing someday?  Or, did it cause opposite feelings? Or, no feelings?

• How do you respond to the statement, “It’s like reading a sacred prayer that brings me closer in touch with my friend, 
God”?
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MY CONTINUING LIFE BLESSING

• Have you heard of a continuing life blessing 
before?   

• What do you understand a continuing life blessing 
to be?

If you have not received a continuing life blessing:
 
Were there times since your first blessing that it would 
have helped you to receive a continuing life blessing 
and reflect on God’s presence in your life?

If you have received a continuing life blessing: 
 
•  Did you receive assurances or affirmations?  

•  Were there any insights or clarity about your gifts 
and talents? 
 

• What surprised you about your continuing life 
blessing? 

• In what ways was this blessing similar to and 
different from your first blessing? 

• Were deeper understandings offered about you 
and your calling?  

• Were priorities about your life and ministry clarified 
in any way? 

• How has the continuing life blessing continued to 
have impact on your everyday life? For your family 
or career? 

• Do you find the transcript of the prayer given in 
your continuing life blessing “a gift that is new 
each time I open it?”
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JOURNEY OF A BLESSING

• What questions did the video raise for you about your 
own journey? 

• What questions do you now have about the 
evangelist blessing?  What further information would 
you like to have?  What is confusing or does not relate 
to your own life 
circumstance?

• What did you learn 
that brought clarity 
about the blessing?

• What did you learn 
that brought clarity 
about your own life 
journey?

• Think of a moment 
that is a “one last 
look before jumping 25 feet to the water below” life 
moment.  Recall the time, the place, and the emotions 
before you took that literal or figurative leap.  What 
impact did it have on you then? And now as you look 
back on it?

• Does the question, “What am I called to be and do 
with my life?” resonate with you?  If not, do you recall a 
time in your life when it did?  How would you respond 

to that question today?

• Do you wonder if your “decisions and directions in 
life are on track?”  Where do you feel like you are “on 
track?”  Where do you sense you might be “off track?”  

• What did you already know about the evangelist 
blessing before watching the video?  What did you 
learn by watching it?

• When you reflect honestly about 
the place an evangelist blessing 
might fit into your current life 
circumstance, how does it feel?  
Can you relate to comments 
about jumping into preparing for 
a blessing among the chaos and 
busyness of life? What invites you 
toward the journey of a blessing?  
What makes you want to push 
receiving a blessing into the future 
or maybe avoid it all together?

• What stood out to you about the relationship that 
Bryce and Dean developed and the preparation that 
took 7 months?  Was anything uncomfortable to you?

• What are your thoughts or feelings about the blssing 
as “a way of tuning into the influence of whatever 
we regard as sacred; as a way of understanding the 
direction our life should take?”
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her that the blessing is a time of “setting aside one’s 
own ambitions or expectations then asking about 
where we fit in the larger scheme?”

• Bryce comments that he is trying to be as open as 
he can about receiving 
what is given to him 
in the blessing. What 
actions or stances do you 
think might be helpful to 
prepare for a blessing?
• When has “stepping 
out of your comfort zone” 
helped you see the bigger 
picture?  Bryce’s trip to 
Honduras (out of his own 
culture, his own daily 
routine) provides space 
for him.  What has opened up for you when you have 
stepped away from your routines?  What have you 
learned about relationships? About the larger human 
family?

• Bryce stated his hopes for his blessing:  to be open 
and to be confirmed in the sense of direction he has, 
but also to be surprised, to be shown something new 
about himself and his life.  Does what he longs for fit 
with your thoughts and longings? What would you hope 
for in your journey of blessing?

• Bryce states that everyone’s experience with the 
evangelist blessing is unique.  The process will vary 
with each individual.  He says, “It’s about you!”  What 
reactions or comments do you have to his words about 
the blessing process?

• Speaking of the growing 
relationship between Bryce and 
Dean, Bryce states, “We talked, we 
laughed, but most important, we 
shared ourselves with each other. 
. . It felt as if we had been friends 
for years.”  Does that fit with your 
perspectives about an evangelist 
and an evangelist blessing?  

• What stood out to you about what 
Dean said to Bryce just before 
pronouncing the blessing?  Did 

his words about his role in the blessing resonate with 
you?  What feelings emerged in you as you watched 
him place his hands on Bryce’s shoulder and head and 
heard him speak and pray? 

• For Bryce the blessing far exceeded what he hoped. 
It “revealed what had been given, and continued what 
had been started.”  Share about an experience with 
God in your life that exceeded what you hoped for.
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SGOING DEEPER WITH GOD: 
PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS

FOR PERSONS PREPARING TO RECEIVE THE 
SACRAMENT OF EVANGELIST BLESSING

An evangelist blessing is a sacred time and space 
to come closer to God. It offers guidance, hope, 
assurance, and insights through conversation and a 
prayer of blessing by an evangelist.

God desires to bless people with a personal blessing 
at key moments in their lives or when facing major 
questions such as “Who am I? What is my purpose? 
What is God’s will for my life?”   

The sacrament of blessing is available to members and 
friends of Community of Christ.

The following questions are for personal reflection and 
possibly for later conversation with an evangelist:
 
• When you were a child what beliefs about God—both 
positive and negative—impacted you most? How do 
those beliefs impact you now?

• In previous times in your life what were your spiritual 
or religious concerns and in what ways did you feel led 
by God? 

• Who are the people that serve as role models for you 

and what do they teach you?

• What is missing from your spiritual life? 

• Do you need healing from the past?

• What questions about yourself or your life are you 
facing? 

• What ways do you feel God is guiding your life? 

• What are your images and names for God? How are 
they meaningful to you?

• How do you connect with God? If through a personal 
discipline, such as prayer or serving others, what 
is your experience? If through participation in a 
congregation, what helps to connect you with God?

• What experiences bring you peace? A sense of 
purpose? Moments of healing of body, mind, or spirit?

• With whom do you share your spiritual thoughts, 
insights, questions and events?

• What is your relationship with God like now?

• Why are you seeking this blessing? 

• What do you hope to receive from the sacrament of 
evangelist blessing?
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Address : 1001 West Walnut St, Independence, MO  64050
Phone : (1) 800-825-2806
Web:  www.cofchrist.org/evangelist
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