
Share Generously in the Vision: 
The Vision Project 
 
D&C 2b. Generously share the invitation, ministries, and sacraments through 
which people can encounter the Living Christ who heals and reconciles through 
redemptive relationships in sacred community. 

 
In his address to the church on April 5, 2009 “A Defining Moment”, 

President Steve Veazey extended a call to young adults around the church.  
“Young adults, the church needs you. We need you now. We need you to help 
us become who we are all yearning to become.”  He called young adults, 
typically persons 18 – 35 year old, to invest themselves in the mission and 
ministry of Jesus through Community of Christ.  After his address, I spoke with 
many young adults who were eager to respond. 
 

What stirred most of these young adults, however, was not the request 
itself.  It was the honest vulnerability at the heart of the message.  The church 
is in need.  Leadership recognizes that young adults’ own vision and abilities 
are essential to our hope for realizing our unique kingdom-building mission.  
President Veazey could have announced that in order to round out the church 
population, he would commit to more funding and programming for young 
adults.  Our, he could have unveiled a program to train young adults to fit into 
conventional priesthood roles.  Rather, he acknowledged young adult’s crucial 
role in shaping the ministry we share together and extend to the world.  So his 
commitment to young adults took a different course. 
 

“We need to do something now. I and other church leaders personally 
commit to meet with young adults in various locations to listen to 
concerns, perspectives, and hopes. We want to envision the future of 
the church with you. We want to explore models of ministry, mission, 
and leadership to open more doors for your participation.” 

 
From this commitment has emerged the Vision Project.  The project is a 

“world tour” of young adult gatherings with the First Presidency.  These 
events, spanning from several hours to weekend retreats, are forums for young 
adults to share their testimonies and draw out their vision for the church, 
locally and globally.  We explore how we have been transformed by Christ and 
this faith community.  What is Community of Christ called to become to extend 
that same transformative ministry to meet today’s postmodern world?  And 
where can young adults’ valuable worldview and expertise fit at the forefront 
our ministries?  What would this Community of Christ look like?  The First 
Presidency listens.  They will allow the visions they hear to shape the direction 
and ministries of the church.  Whatever outcomes unfold from Vision Project 
will depend on the needs and hopes that young adults express. 
 



 The church is challenged in Doctrine and Covenants 163 to “generously 
share the invitation, ministries, and sacraments through which people can 
encounter the Living Christ”.  Perhaps we can view our generous sharing in a 
new light.  Through the Vision Project the First Presidency models that our 
sharing goes beyond extending more ministry to those in need - we must share 
generously in ministry as well.  We share by vulnerably widening the circle of 
those with whom we minister.  We can be open to challenging new visions of 
what invitation, ministries, and sacraments can look like.  We can more 
generously share the joys and burdens of ministry and church leadership with 
those who do not fit our conventional molds of “minister.”     
  
 Generosity can mean that we, in our abundance, stretch further to give 
to others.  This type of giving is certainly important for young adult ministry.  
Yet vulnerably expressing our limitations in ministry and then openly embracing 
the innovative – and sometimes uncomfortable or “wild” - ideas and efforts of 
young adults is a generosity that could be far more powerful.  I challenge you:  
what could be your personal and congregational Vision Project?  How will you 
acknowledge your own limitations and seek out the unlikely partnership of a 
young adult?  Who will you generously and vulnerably share with in a new 
vision? 
 
For more information about the Vision Project: 
www.EmergenceNow.org/events 
[Briefly explain / invite the Vision Project opportunity in your area.] 
 

http://www.emergencenow.org/events

